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PUBLIC HEALTH (CONSEQUENTIAL PROVISIONS) BILL 2014 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill read a first time, on motion by Hon Alyssa Hayden (Parliamentary Secretary). 
Second Reading 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.36 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Public Health (Consequential Provisions) Bill 2014 is being introduced together with the Public Health Bill 
2014. The bills work in conjunction with each other to facilitate the comprehensive reform of public health 
regulation in Western Australia. The Public Health Bill 2014 provides for the establishment of a modern, flexible 
and proactive risk-based framework for the regulation of public health, and thereby facilitates the opportunity for 
the repeal of much of the Health Act 1911. The purpose of the bill is to provide for the amendment of the 
Health Act 1911 and a range of other acts as a consequence of the Public Health Bill 2014. The bill will be 
implemented in conjunction with the Public Health Bill 2014. Implementation will occur in a staged manner and 
this is reflected in the structure of the bill. 

Part 1 of the bill, which provides the short title and commencement provisions, will come into operation on the 
day on which the bill receives royal assent. Parts 2 and 3 of the bill will be proclaimed in the second stage of 
implementation. These parts amend the Health Act 1911 and a range of other acts to provide a framework of 
terminology that is consistent with that provided by the Public Health Bill 2014. Among other things, the title of 
the Health Act 1911 will be changed to be the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911; references to the 
executive director, public health will be changed to be references to the Chief Health Officer; and references to 
environmental health officers will be changed to be references to authorised officers. These terminology 
amendments will facilitate the implementation of the substantive amendments provided by parts 4 and 5 of the 
bill.  

Part 2 of the bill also amends parts XIIIA, XIIIB and XIIIC of the Health Act 1911 to modernise some elements 
of the framework for the mortality committees as an interim measure pending comprehensive reform to be 
undertaken in the coming years; amends section 360 of the Health Act 1911 to increase the penalties that can be 
applied to offences created under regulations and local laws as an interim measure pending the implementation 
of the modern penalty framework provided by the Public Health Bill 2014; amends numerous provisions of the 
Health Act 1911 to implement gender-neutral language; provides for the immediate repeal of various redundant 
sections of the Health Act 1911; and provides for the insertion of schedule 6 into the Health Act 1911 to provide 
necessary transitional provisions. 

Part 4 of the bill provides for the amendment of the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911 to achieve the 
final content of that act. Part 5 of the bill provides for the amendment of a range of other acts to reflect the 
transition from the framework provided by the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911 to that provided by 
the Public Health Bill 2014. Parts 4 and 5 of the bill will be proclaimed in further progressive stages of 
implementation. As the Public Health Bill 2014 and regulations under that bill come into operation, the 
equivalent framework provided by and under the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911 will be repealed 
and consequential amendments will be made to other acts. Part 6 of the bill provides for the repeal of certain 
provisions of the bill to address the interaction between the bill and the Medicines and Poisons Act 2014, the 
substantive provisions of which are yet to come into operation. 

Pursuant to Standing Order 126(1), I advise that this bill is not a uniform legislation bill. It does not ratify or give 
effect to an intergovernmental or multilateral agreement to which the government of the state is a party, nor does 
this bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the 
commonwealth. 

I commend the bill to the house and I table the explanatory memorandum. 

[See paper 3724.] 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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